
 
 
 
Guardians of a Rising 8th Grade Learner currently enrolled in Math 7, 
 
 
The newly implemented 2016 Mathematic SOLs emphasize that mastery of all middle school 
math content (Math 6, Math 7 and Math 8) is necessary for success in high school math 
courses.  This is a change from the 2009 Mathematics SOLs, which stated that learners may be 
ready for Algebra I after successful completion of Math 7. In response to this change, Bedford 
County Public Schools has revised our middle school math courses and advancement 
procedures.  An Algebra I screening process will not be implemented, as in past years. Rather, 
learners will be enrolled in the next course in the math sequence.  This will ensure that learners 
have accessed all middle school math content and will help prevent learners from having gaps 
in their mathematical content knowledge. 
 
Learners currently taking Math 7 will take Math 8 next school year.   If you would like your 
learner to take Algebra I instead of Math 8, this is a possibility.  In order to skip the Math 8 
course your learner would need to demonstrate mastery of the course content, through an 
assessment.  Prior to making an assessment request, please first consider your learner’s 
interest in mathematics, academic goals, current mathematics grade, and previous academic 
performance in mathematics (grades/SOL scores).  Please also consider that if your learner 
places into Algebra I, he or she will be skipping a year of mathematics content.  Finally, Algebra 
I is a high school credit course, so your learner’s final grade will appear on your learner’s high 
school academic transcript.  To request your learner be assessed on the Math 8 content, 
contact your school’s counseling department for more information.  
 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Dr. Sarah Danaher 
Supervisor of Mathematics and Counseling 
(540) 586-1045 ext. 10281 
sarah.danaher@bedford.k12.va.us 


